Congress

PSC 4330

Fall 2005

Instructor: Paul Fabrizio, Ph.D.

Office: Old Main 202
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 1-3; Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-10:30 and 1-3

Phone: 793-4617

Email: fabrizip@mcm.edu

“At the root of all incentives to run for public office must be human ego: a desire for the approval of others, a yearning for self-expression and self assertion: love of power and attention; zeal for success, for control and contention, concern for issues and the public trust.”



Sen. Albert Gore, Sr. Quoted in Gore: A Political Life, by Bob Zelnick, 1999, p. 211

“The House is a representative body. If you have 435 brilliant orators or perfect members down there, they wouldn’t represent the people. Like the country, ten percent are very bright and ten percent very stupid. The rest are somewhere in between.”



Bob Monagan, assistant secretary for congressional affairs in the department of transportation during Nixon’s first term in Ed Rollins: Bare Knuckles and Back Rooms, 1996, p. 62

“The only reason to be in politics is to be out there all alone and then be proven right.”



Sen. Edmund Muskie on the night of his last winning election in 1976. Quoted in Chris Matthews, “Hail & Farewell,” San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 1, 2002.

“If you think these guys are bad, you should see their constituents.”



A politician talking about the members of the Texas House of Representatives. Quoted by Bill Moyers in a speech, June 4, 2003 at the take Back America Conference.

“I am a man of fixed and unbending principles, the first of which is to be flexible at all times.”



Sen. Everett Dirksen of Illinois, GOP Minority Leader 1959-1969

“Politics is the refuge of second-class minds.”



Rep. Clare Boothe Luce after a few weeks serving in Congress

“The voters have spoken, the bastards.”



Old political saying.

Course Objectives: This class will focus on the institution of the Congress. Through an examination of scholarly books, popular books, newspapers, magazines, videos, the internet, lectures, and simulations, we will study the people and policies of this popularly elected branch of the Federal government.

Attention will also focus on the 2004 and 2006 Congressional elections.

Required Readings:


Abilene Reporter News (daily)

Congress and its Members, Davidson and Olesek


The 9/11 Commission Report: Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States


Other Sources of Information:

www.senate.gov


www.house.gov

National Public Radio, Morning Edition (4am-9am) and All Things Considered (4pm-6pm) on 

KACU (89.7 FM)


Congressional Quarterly Weekly Reports (in library)

Class Procedure:

1. Simulation. 


This is a key element of the class. There are two parts to class participation. First, students must participate constantly in discussions of events in Congress. There is a great deal to be informed about and all students are expected to be knowledgeable about them.

Secondly, many classes will be devoted to simulation exercises and participation is expected for those as well. We will simulate the US Senate with each student assigned to introduce and try to get passed, two bills. One bill must be based on the work of the 9/11 commission (I will give you the page numbers of the most critical sections of the report). The other bill must be a bill introduced by the senator you have chosen to represent.  Students will pick the senator and the issue that they care about, and the simulations will proceed from there, following the rules and procedures of the Senate.

Participation in the simulation will account for 50% of a student’s grade. Students will grade each other on their participation as part of the final exam. Each student will grade every other student in their party on a scale of 1-50 and must defend that grade.  

Both bills must be turned into me on Sept. 19th. Bills turned into me will be graded and are worth 25 points.

2.     Final Exam

There will be one final exam. It will be your essay on the Congress and how you think it should or can be reformed. This will be based on your reading of Congress and its Members, especially the conclusion, and your reflections on the simulation. This take home, open book, open note essay will be seven to ten typed pages long. It is due on Friday, Dec. 9th at 10am in my office (Old Main 202). The final exam is worth 20 points.

3. Grades

Participation

50

Bills


25

Final Exam

25


Grades will be awarded on the following scale:



100-93
A



  92-90
A-



  89-87
B+



  86-83
B

                               82-80       B-

                               79-77       C+

                               76-73       C

                               72-70       C-

                               69-60       D

                               59-
F

Class Schedule: (Please be aware that all dates are tentative as political events, and unforeseen occurrences could affect our schedule) 



August 22
Introduction to class; begin to select a senator. 

August 24
The Constitution and Congress (bring copy of U.S. Constitution to class) 

August 26
The Basics – A Day in the Life; select a Senator. Read article on Sen. Tom 
Coburn.

Aug. 29-Sept. 19th Lectures on Congress


September 19
Turn in bills


Sept. 21

Begin simulation


December 9
Final exam due in my office by 10am

