Modern Political Philosophy

PSC 3360

Fall 2005

Only politics can transform philosophy into something concrete and practical.






-Jim Hoagland, Washington Post National Weekly Edition, 

Nov. 27, 2002, p. 5.

Instructor: Paul Fabrizio, Ph.D.

Office: Old Main 202
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 1-3; Tuesday and Thursday 9:30-10:30 and 1-3

Phone: 793-4617

Email: fabrizip@mcm.edu

Course Objectives: The course is designed to introduce students to the works of some of the leading political philosophers of the last several centuries. Through lectures, student presentations, readings, and discussions we will study and analyze leading political philosophical writings in the western tradition.

Required Reading: 


Political Theory: Classic and Contemporary Readings:Vol. II Machiavelli to Rawls edited by 

Joseph Losco and Leonard Williams  

Participation: Each student is expected to participate in classroom discussions and presentations. There will be three student presentations made for each political philosopher we study in Losco’s book. One student will examine the person’s life, pointing out the highlights and lowlights, and main points. The student will prepare a handout to illustrate the research.  A second student will discuss the assigned reading from that philosopher, pointing out the major ideas in the text. This student will prepare a handout outlining his/her presentation. A third student will examine the complimentary reading from the textbook and prepare a presentation with handout on that chapter. The three students working on the reading can work together in preparing their presentations. 

The presentations will account for 50% of a student’s grade. If you do more than one presentation each presentation will be 25% of the grade.

Term Paper: Each student will write a one page typed term paper that discusses and resolves this issue brought up by the reading of the book Chester by Syd Hoff. Do you want freedom or security? If you are going to use sources, they must be fully cited using endnotes or footnotes. The paper is worth 25% of your grade (25 points). It will be due on Sept. 13th
Exam: There is one final exam. It is a seven-page typed, stapled, take home, open book, open note exam. It is due by 12:30 on Thursday Dec. 8. Please answer the following questions: “What is your political ideology and why? What philosophies influenced you to believe this way and why? Which philosophers influenced you and why? What is the role of God in your philosophy? Do you want freedom from God or freedom in God? How is that possible? Define your perfect world, your Utopia. What would it be like? What government would it have? What economy? What rights?” Please review the philosophers and quote the philosophers we have studied this year to formulate your answer. The paper is worth 25% of your grade (25 points).
Grading:


100-93 = A


92-90 = A-


89-87 = B+


86-83 = B


82-80 = B-


79-77 = C+


76-73 = C


72-70 = C-


69-60 = D


59-  = F

Class Schedule:


Part I: Introduction to Political Philosophy

Aug. 23 

Introduction and read National Journal

Aug. 25

Yertle the Turtle and discussion of National Journal article.

Aug. 30

Chester. List virtues. Which ones are most important?

Sept. 1

What is a human being? What is more important the individual or the society?

Sept. 6

What is justice? Common good v. individual rights? 

Sept. 13

What is freedom? What is equality?
What is liberty?

Sept. 15

What is a citizen? What is a good citizen?

Sept. 20

What is the purpose of government?

Sept. 22

Machiavelli – report from students. Losco, pp 16-22; 31-39

Part II: Conservatism v. Liberalism

Sept. 27

Hobbes – report from students. Losco pp. 52-66; 76-85



Sept. 29

Locke – report from students. Losco pp. 90-105; 126-139


Oct. 4

Rousseau – report from students. Losco pp. 151-169; 170-182

Oct. 6

Burke – report from students. Losco pp. 200-209; 210-224.



Oct.11

Wollstonecraft – report from students. Losco pp 245-259; 260-276.

Oct. 13

C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Proposes a toast


Oct. 18

Jefferson – the Declaration of Independence


Part II: Modern Philosophy

Oct. 20

Hegel – report from students. Losco pp. 302-310; 311-321

Oct. 25

Marx – report from students. Losco 355-362, 363-367; 390-400


Oct. 27

Mill – report from students. Losco 405-416; 424-437; 438-458

Nov. 1

Nietzsche – report from students. Losco pp. 475-485; 503-514.

Nov. 3

Model UN

Nov. 8

de Beauvoir – report from students. Losco pp. 518-537; 555-566.


Nov. 10

Arendt – report from students. Losco pp. 570-581; 582-602.

Nov. 15

Rawls – report from students. Losco pp. 620-632; 659-670.

Part IV: Theological Thought


Nov. 17

Catholic Social Thought. Report from students. Handout

(Libertas Praestantissimun - On Human Liberty, Pope Leo XIII; Mater 

et Magistra - Mother and Teacher, Pope John XXIII)


Nov. 22

Martin Luther King. Report from students. Handout (Letter from a Birmingham 

Jail)

Nov. 29

Islam. Report From students. Handout



Dec. 1

Make up Day


Dec. 18

Final exam. Exams due in my office (Old main 202) by 12:30pm

