PSC 2310

AMERICAN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

Fall 2005

Instructor: Paul Fabrizio, Ph.D.

Office: Old Main 202

Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 1-3pm; Tuesday & Thursday 9:30-10:30 and 1-3pm.

Phone: 793-4617

Email: fabrizip@mcm.edu

Course Objectives: This class is designed to provide an introduction to the American governmental and political system. Through the use of reading materials, class discussions, the Internet, videos, written assignments, and tests students should become familiar with the structure, process, and people of the American government. 

Required Readings: 

Abilene Reporter-News (daily)

The Handy Politics Answer Book by Gina Misiroglu

Class Procedure:

A. Grading: There will be 200 possible points available in this class distributed as follows:






Points

Percent of Total Grade

First Exam


   40


20%


Second Exam


   40


20


Final Exam


   60


30


Presentation


   30


15





Participation


   30


15

   









 200


100%

Grades will be awarded on the following scale:


200-186 = A


185-180 = A-


179-174 = B+


173-166 = B


165-160 = B-


159-154 = C+


153-146 = C


145-140 = C-


139-120 = D


Below 120=F

B. Attendance: Attendance is expected. As participation is an important part of this class, students must be here to participate. More than three unexcused absences will result in not receiving the 30 points for participation.

C. Tests: There will be two midterm exams and one final exam. The midterms will be short answer  questions. Each exam is worth 40 points. The final exam, in the same format as the other exams will be worth 60 points. Plus the final exam will have one essay question which will be a take home question. Test questions will come from the class lectures, discussions and presentations. The final exam is not a cumulative exam. You will need a Scantron for all tests.

D. Presentations: Each student will make one presentation during the semester. The list of topics to choose from is below. Each talk will be 5 minutes and all information for your talk can be found in your textbook. Each student will also hand into me a multiple choice question about their topic that I may include in the next exam. Each talk is worth 30 points. You will be graded by how well you explain your topic. Answer the who, what, when, where, and why questions in your presentations. Talks will be completed at the beginning of class on a schedule that I will make up shortly.

E. Participation: Participation in class discussion is necessary. The first part of each class after student presentations will be a discussion of the daily political and governmental news. Please be aware that any discussion of politics can be highly charged and emotional. Students are asked to respect each other’s opinions. Participation will count for 30 points. The best way to earn these points is to pay attention to the daily newspaper and then discuss the news in class. 

F. Make-up Exams: Unless a student has a verified, excused absence due to a college sponsored activity away from campus (such as a sports or Chanters field trip) or has a medical excuse with a doctor’s note exams will not be made up. Make-up exams will be all essays.

F. Academic Dishonesty: Please consult with the Council Fire under the Conduct section for further information. 

G. Quizzes: There will also be a couple of quizzes throughout the semester. These will be pop quizzes based on your readings of the news and the chapters. 

Class Schedule: 


1. Introduction to the current U.S. and Texas political scene (Textbook chapters: American Political Culture, Social Policy, Economic Policy, Foreign Policy, National Defense and Domestic Secuirty)


2. Government: an introduction (Textbook Chapter: American Political Culture)


3. The Constitution and Federalism (Textbook chapters: The Colonial Era, Revolution and Independence, Birth of a New Nation)

First Mid-term Exam 


4. Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Textbook chapter: Civil Liberties)

Second Mid-term Exam 


5.  Congress (Textbook chapter: The Legislative Branch)


6. The Presidency and the Bureaucracy (Textbook chapter: The Executive Branch)

7. The Judiciary (Textbook chapter: The Judicial Branch)

Topics for Presentation:

Public Opinion



Economic Regulation

Polling




Environmental Protection Agency

Trust in Government


Deregulation

American Core Values


Federal Reserve System

Progressive movement


Monetary Policy

The Great Depression


Citizenship

New Deal



Federal Trade Commission

War on Poverty



Department of commerce

Special Interest groups


Executive agreements

Foreign Service



International monetary Fund



NAFTA




European Union

Unilateralism vs. multilateralism

NATO

Containment



Marshall Plan

War Powers Resolution


Détente

Kyoto Protocol



Counterintelligence

CDC




FEMA

FAA




Dept. of Agriculture

Dept. of Education


Dept. of Health and Human Services

Dept. of Interior



Dept. of Labor

Dept. of Transportation


Dept. of Treasury

Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Dates to remember:

Oct. 3rd (approximate) 1st midterm

Nov. 4th (approximate) 2nd midterm

Dec. 7th 10:30-12:30 Final exam for 10:00am class

Dec. 9th 10:30-12:30 Final exam for 11:00am class

