Task Force on McMurry’s Native American Connection

Meeting Notes and Board Recommendations—January 22, 2009

The Task Force on McMurry’s Native American Connection met on Thursday, January 22, 2009.  In attendance were Bishop Dan Solomon, Debbi Lehr, Cammie Petree, Dan Long, Bill Libby, Greeley Myers, Daniel Dye, Jere Lawrence, Lindsey Lowry, and Nancy Smith.  Greeley called the meeting to order.  Nancy provided a summary of the notes from the December meeting noting that a directive from that meeting was for Bishop Solomon, Greeley and Nancy to meet with Dr. Russell to discuss the concept of a symposium that was suggested by Bishop Solomon.  
Greeley provided a summary of the meeting with Dr. Russell that was held on January 6, 2009.  Dr. Russell was informed of the purpose of the symposium and a proposed time frame.  Dr. Russell initially questioned whether hosting such an event would help us to resolve some of the issues that this task force has wrestled with.  After further discussion, Dr. Russell then voiced support for the concept and also acknowledged the task force for upholding its directive to examine our Native American connection in relation to our core values.  At the conclusion of that meeting, Dr. Russell requested that the task force vote on a recommendation to host a symposium at this meeting so that it can be presented to the Board of Trustees for approval at the January 23, 2009 meeting.

In addition to recommending that we host a symposium, Nancy asked whether we want to make any recommendations regarding proposed outcomes of the event or membership on the planning committee that Dr. Russell would commission.  Cammie suggested that participants would benefit more from the event if it includes a variety of formats, including art displays, Native American cultural demonstrations and interactive discussions, rather than simply lecture.  Bishop Solomon suggested that at least two members of this Task Force be included on the planning committee to insure consistency between the two.  Bill moved that we approve the recommendation to the Board of Trustees to host a symposium.  The motion was seconded by Lindsey, and the motion was approved unanimously.

Greeley informed the group that another outcome of the meeting with Dr. Russell was that he wanted this committee to continue our review of various practices, as well as visual and textual representations.  Bishop Solomon suggested that we only address 1) clear and blatant NCAA violations and 2) blatant disrespect for the Native American culture.  A suggestion was made that the sub-committees already in place could meet prior to the next meeting to further discuss issues that have been identified.  In order to dispense with scheduling another meeting, an alternated suggestion was made to have an e-mail discussion within each sub-committee and then only meet if absolutely necessary.  A third suggestion was that Greeley and I develop a summation from prior subcommittee meetings and then forward to the committee for review and comment.  The committee expressed consensus on the dissemination of a summation for review.

In other discussion, Daniel expressed his concern that Vision Quest doesn’t do enough to educate students about McMurry’s heritage and our Native American connection.  He further stated that if this is our heritage, it should be incorporated into every aspect of academics and campus life.

He recommended that Vision Quest and McMurry 101 be better utilized to educate students and that we encourage an increased emphasis on history and culture to those individuals in charge of those programs.  

It was also questioned regarding whether this committee would have any discussions regarding the mascot issue.  The opinion was expressed that this issue is very complicated and until we go through an education process, possibly through the symposium, we can’t come together on a mascot recommendation.  The Bishop expressed his opinion that the gestation period for birthing a mascot is long.  He also felt that the decision on the future of the mascot should include what students want, what alumni of varying generations want and what is learned through the education process.  There was no further discussion and the meeting was adjourned.
Recommendations from the Task Force on McMurry’s Native American Connection for consideration by the McMurry University Board of Trustees on January 23, 2009:

1)  McMurry University will host a Symposium on our Native American Heritage to be held for students, faculty, administration, trustees, and alumni.  It is proposed that the event be held in January 2010.  A variety of discussions, lectures, and displays with resident and visiting subject matter experts will be included.

2) The purpose of the symposium will be to educate and share diverse perspectives about the Native American culture; to provide an academic venue for students, faculty, and alumni to wrestle with what it means to honor our Native American heritage;  and to establish a clear understanding of our identity as a university with, and apart from, a mascot.

3) Dr. Russell will commission, as soon as possible, a planning committee to plan the event.  For continuity, the planning committee should include 2-3 members from the Task Force on McMurry’s Native American Connection.

In addition, the Task Force recommends that current practices, as well as visual and textual representations be evaluated on an on-going basis for the following:

1) Clear and blatant NCAA violations and 

2) Clear and blatant disrespect of Native Americans

The Task Force recommends that our University commit itself to accurately and purposefully educating students regarding both our university’s heritage and the Native American culture through various academic and social venues, including 1) Vision Quest, 2) McMurry 101, 3) student organizations, and 4) course offerings in a variety of disciplines.
