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Introduction


In the Spring of 2009, Dr. John Russell, President of McMurry University commissioned a panel of university staff and faculty to initiate an academic symposium designed to address a fundamental question regarding the university:  how does an academic institution honor Native America?  This question was prompted by the 2006 ruling from the NCAA, denying the university’s use of the Indian mascot.  

Purpose and Concept of the Symposium


The university found itself in a paradoxical situation, given that the traditions of the university revolve around Native American culture.  This culture has been indoctrinated in our history as an institution since 1923, and is embodied in all our activities, including homecoming activities, social clubs, as well as McMurry publications and symbols.  While the culture at McMurry clearly reflected the historical connection with our founding President, Dr. James Winford Hunt, whose roots were tied closely to his early life on the Kaw Reservation in Oklahoma, it became evident that the mascot and all the use of Native American elements were being challenged.  With this in mind, Dr. Russell empowered the Native American Symposium committee to bring an academic symposium to the campus in March of 2010, with the purpose of professionalizing our approach to Native American concerns.

The Committee


The committee came together in 2009, and consisted of  Dr. Jerry W. Hollingsworth, Associate Professor of Sociology; Dr. Don Frazier, Professor of History, Bishop Dan Solomon, Bishop in Residence; Ms. Nancy Smith, Executive Director for University and External Relations; Mr. Greeley Myers, Director of Alumni Relations; Mrs. Amanda Seaman, Student Representative; and, Mrs. Judy Surles, Secretary, Dean Social Sciences and Religion.  Others who participated were: Debbi Lehr, Special Events Coordinator, and several student volunteers who worked in a variety of capacities during the event.  The committee was given a budget of $10,000.
The Speakers


The first meetings of the Native American Symposium Committee consisted of finding suitable speakers for the event and establishing a workable format.  After some lengthy discussions, it was determined that we would invite three speakers, all prominent in their fields, to come to McMurry to speak at the Symposium.  








Bishop Dan Solomon, Dr. Jerry W. Hollingsworth, and Dr. Don Frazier contacted the following individuals, who agreed to participate in the symposium:  Dr. Gordon Bronitsky, a noted Anthropologist who currently works with Native Americans in cultural events around the world; Dr. C. Richard King, Professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of Washington at Pulliam, who has published numerous articles and books concerning Native American mascot issues; and Dr. Thom WhiteWolf Fassett, an internationally known advocate for Native American rights, and consultant for the Federal Government on Native American issues.  It was agreed that we would offer each presenter an honorarium of $1,000.  


Mrs. Judy Surles immediately arranged travel details for each of the speakers, including booking hotel rooms, scheduling flight plans, itineraries, and ensuring that each speaker was accommodated in their travel to Abilene.  The committee also scheduled activities for the speakers during their visit to Abilene, including special meals, and tours of Frontier Texas Museum.  Each speaker was presented packets, with some small gifts in honor of their participation. 
The Format of the Symposium

The committee determined that each speaker would present a major keynote address, followed by several small group discussions immediately following each address.  A team of professors were charged with producing thought provoking questions for the small group discussions during the event.  Those professors involved with this task were:  Dr. Don Frazier, Dr. Robert Wallace, Dr. Rafael Narvaez, and Dr. Jerry W. Hollingsworth.  At the end of each keynote address, during the question and answer period, the team formulated the discussion questions and Mrs. Amanda Seaman, our student representative, entered the questions into a computer so that the questions could be projected on the overhead screen for all participants in the discussions.  


Located at each table was a student recorder who was charged with taking notes for each group, or table.  The discussions and comments were recorded and collected, and are included as an attachment with this report.

The Keynote Addresses


A great deal of information was gained through the presentations of each speaker during the symposium.  The symposium was also taped, and documentation can be provided by Ms. Nancy Smith that will further illuminate the details of each presentation.  In summary, Dr. C. Richard King began the symposium by presenting a PowerPoint presentation regarding the different ways that Native American mascots have been used by other institutions, and emphasized that there was a general lack of control in the use of Native American symbols and mascots that are offensive to Native Americans.  This was a powerful presentation and produced some interesting questions and discussions.

Dr. Thom WhiteWolf Fassett explained the history of Native American relations with the United States government, hitting high points in the negative ways that Native American rights have been largely ignored or abused through the years.  Dr. Gordon Bronitsky made a case for honoring Native Americans at McMurry by suggesting that Native Americans take part in a variety of activities on campus as a way of honoring Native America.  

Identifying the Next Steps


The committee met for a final time on April 14, 2010, discussed the event, and made several observations regarding honoring Native Americans on the McMurry campus.  After hearing the presentations of all three experts, and reviewing comments from the small group discussions, the committee has made the following recommendations:

We believe the practices and traditions now in place need to be examined with the intent of honoring Native Americans in appropriate ways.

I. Homecoming

1.  Amending our approach to Chief McMurry and Princess McMurry in regard to regalia and titles.

2. School children headdresses/the use of feathers

3. Beating of the drums.

II. Tipi Village

1.  Much that is good quality can be retained

2. Needs to be a place of historical integrity and social responsibility (no alcohol, no sex)

III. Student Practices/Clubs & Events

1.  Use of feathers

2. Chants and antics 

3. Vision Quest and Tribe Guides

4. Indian Club

IV. Publications & Communications

1. Chieftain
2. Totem

3. War Whoop

4. Tribe Tribune

5. eSmoke Signal

In addition, the committee respectfully recommends that the university continues to seek new opportunities for future programming, including curricular and extracurricular, to enhance current efforts, to educate ourselves and others, and to bring honor in substantive ways to Native Americans.
Publications


A special addition of the Chieftain is being formulated that will highlight the symposium, as well as including articles by several people regarding their reflections on the event.  

Termination of the Committee

With this final report and recommendations, the Native American Symposium Committee offers its work to President John Russell and future committees/groups for appropriate implementation.
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