PAGE  
3

Dr. John Russell’s Remarks on the McMurry Indian Name

Introduction

· As most of you know, on May 18, 2006, the NCAA staff committee considering the University’s appeal to continue use of its Indian name and imagery recommended that McMurry’s appeal be rejected. 
· In response to this decision, McMurry appealed the NCAA staff committee’s decision by letter dated June 12, 2006, sent to the NCAA Executive Committee. 
· McMurry is disappointed to learn of the continued insistence by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) that our use of the name Indians for its athletic teams creates a “hostile or abusive environment.” 
· The University believes that the rationale offered for denial of our appeal demonstrates insensitivity to those Native Americans who have visited our campus, know the University and fully support McMurry University athletic teams’ use of the Indian name and Native American imagery. 
· The University’s June 12th appeal was based on two main themes: 
· the arbitrariness of the NCAA’s decision-making process and the inconsistent results and messages that have come from the process,
· as well as the promulgation of the policy concerning athletic teams with Native American teams and imagery. 
The arbitrariness of the NCAA’s decision-making process:

· The NCAA contends that McMurry’s use of Native American imagery in its athletic program creates an environment over which the institution may not have full control.
·  According to the NCAA, “Fans, opponents and others can and will exhibit behaviors that indeed are hostile or abusive to Native Americans.” We do not believe this to be a conclusion one would draw from having attended McMurry athletic contests.
· While we support the First Amendment rights of free speech, we also believe our efforts to “control” the environment in which athletic contests are held have been very successful. 
· For example:
· We do not have a mascot and have not for 12 years.
· We do not allow consumption of alcohol on campus—by students or others.
· We offer a pre-game prayer for those attending and participating in the athletic contests.

· We begin each sports contest with a specific reminder on fan behavior and sportsmanship. 

· We believe that to have granted some institutions an exemption to the policy, and to thereby imply that a tribal affiliation provides an institution with a bulletproof solution to hostile and abusive behavior by its fans and opponents is naïve and somewhat arbitrary.  
· To further imply that a campus then becomes a target for hostile and abuse behavior toward Native Americans because it established the more generic team name Indians ascribes the worst motives to fans and opponents alike. 
· We further believe that the culture established by the selection of our team name Indians has served as a catalyst for the appreciation of ethnic diversity—a most worthy core value of the NCAA. 
Promulgation of NCAA policy

· McMurry is concerned by the mixed messages sent by the NCAA in announcing its policy on the use of Indian names and imagery by athletic teams. 
· Although the NCAA has repeatedly indicated that we have the right to choose our sports team name, it “…also strongly suggested  that institutions follow the best practices of institutions” like the University of Iowa and University of Wisconsin,  who do not schedule “athletic competitions with schools who use Native American nicknames, imagery or mascots.” 
· As an aside, it is still not clear to McMurry University how the University of Wisconsin and University of Iowa maintain their Big Ten affiliation with the University of Illinois and that this example exhibits the “best practices” trumpeted by the NCAA. 
· We believe this is an inconsistent and insensitive message from the NCAA. More importantly, the NCAA has set up a situation with a most uncertain future. 
Given their history of ‘moving the bar’ with respect to Indian names and imagery, we don’t have confidence that remaining the McMurry Indians would necessarily be the end of the story. 

· We believe that the NCAA’s wording “strongly suggesting” that institutions should not schedule athletic competitions with schools that use Native American names and imagery is only one step removed from more serious sanctions being applied to institutions who continue to schedule athletic competitions with these schools. 
Conclusion

· McMurry University is committed to the NCAA’s core values and the Association’s consistent action concerning them and we firmly believe that the McMurry environment serves as a catalyst to reinforce the NCAA’s core value of inclusiveness. 
· AT OUR CORE…McMurry University is committed to our respectful recognition of the Native American culture and the environment of a Christian Faith-based campus that recognizes and embraces diversity, and respects the dignity and worth of every individual. This is truly what makes McMurry University what it is—an institution that strives to “cultivate leadership, excellence and virtue… (in) every student, every day.” McMurry University is committed to preserving the heritage and values  that our alumni, students, faculty and friends know as uniquely our own. 
· The NCAA Executive Committee will meet to address the University’s appeal on 3 August. In the meantime, the University’s Board of Trustees has commissioned a sub-committee to investigate the various options that McMurry might pursue. They will look at the costs associated with each option as well as the potential consequences of undertaking these options. 
· These options might include:
· Remaining the McMurry Indians, subject to sanctions against hosting NCAA post-season playoffs. 
· Undertaking a process to change the name from Indians to something else…TBD.
· Undertaking legal action against the NCAA for the action they’ve taken. 
· Continuing all Indian traditions and celebrations of their heritage and culture, but not have the name of Indians for our inter-collegiate teams. 
· Considering an affiliation with the NAIA.
· There may be others…
· The committee will include representatives from the McMurry Family—athletics, alumni, students, faculty and the University’s Board of Trustees. This group will report its findings at the next Board meeting 13 October. The Board is expected to make a determination on the next course of action at this 13 October meeting. This decision will be publicized soon after this meeting. 
