Core 1300- 02
Ethics
10:30 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. TR
 
INSTRUCTOR:     Ann Liprie-Spence
 
OFFICE:    Servant Leadership Office (Old Main- 1st floor)
                   793-4999 or campus ext. 4999
                   
E-MAIL:     spencea@mcmurryadm.mcm.edu
 
HOME PHONE:      695-8002
 
OFFICE HOURS:    9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.          MWF
                               11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.       MWF
                               9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.          R
                               1:30 p.m. -  4:00 p.m.         TR
                                Other hours available by appointment
 
TEXT:    
How Good People Make Tough Choices - Rushworth M. Kidder

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Ethics (3-0) Prerequisites: None. A required course for all McMurry students,

preferably taken in the student’s second semester at McMurry. The course
provides an introduction to the major methods of moral reasoning: formalism,
utilitarianism, natural law and inclusivist ethics and attempts to develop
sensitivity to ethical issues of contemporary society, focusing on rights and
duties of individuals and groups and the nature of legitimate needs and values.
(Fall, Spring)
 
COURSE OBJECTIVE:
To thoroughly acquaint students with the major ethical concepts, methods, and problems of contemporary society and by exposure to a variety of imaginative and factual sources – including stories, films, and case studies—become proficient in identifying moral problems and principles relevant to their understanding and resolution.
 
CLASS GRADES are derived from the following percentages:

         Daily Quizzes                                  15% 

         Daily participation and assignments 20% 

         Group project                                  15% 

         Exam 1                                           25%

         Final Exam                                      25%      

 
Final Grades will be calculated as follows:
94 – 100            A
90 – 93             A-
87 – 89             B+
84 – 86             B
80 – 83             B-
77 – 79             C+
70 – 76             C
67 – 69             D+
64 – 66             D
60 – 63             D-
59 -below          F
 
 
QUIZZES:
Quizzes will generally be given during the first five minutes of class. Students who arrive in class after five minutes will not be allowed to take the quiz for a grade.  If you are tardy or absent from class, either excused or unexcused, you will be required to submit a one page summary of the chapter to be discussed that day.   The summary will erase the zero for your missed pop test.  

 
GROUP PROJECT:
The group project will be a presentation based on a film that depicts important moral and ethical issues. Specific details of the project will be provided later in the semester. The presentations will be made during the last week of class.
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
You are expected to attend class on a regular basis and are responsible for all material discussed in class.  This is a discussion class, and your participation is extremely important.  Any student with more than three unexcused absences may be dropped from the class.  (Any necessary absence occurring while a student is representing the University in some official way will be considered an excused absence.) Remember: if you are absent from class, either excused or unexcused, you will be required to submit a one page summary of the chapter discussed during your absence. The summary will erase the zero for your missed pop test.  This work is due the next class day, as well as the assignment due for that day.

 
DISABILITY RELATED SERVICES:
McMurry University abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which stipulates that no otherwise qualified student shall be denied the benefits of an education “solely by reason of a handicap”. If you have a documented disability that may impact your performance in this class and for which you may require accommodations, you must be registered with and provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Services Office, located in Old Main, Room 102.
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Daily homework assignments will be discussed in class and your participation is expected. Your paper and group project will be assigned well in advance of their due dates. Assignments and projects that are not turned in at the appropriate time and without prior knowledge of the instructor will lose ten points off for each day they are late.  After three class days, late papers will not be accepted.  
 
CHEATING:
Cheating (plagiarism, using the work of others or cheating on papers or tests) will not be tolerated. Anyone caught cheating will immediately be removed from the class list and receive an “F” for the course.  
 
MAKE-UP EXAM POLICY:
Make-up exams will be given at the instructor’s discretion, and they may differ in form and degree of difficulty from the original exam.  Arrangements to take a make-up exam must be made within one week of the date of the original exam.
