McMurry 101
ACAD 1100- 05
Fall 2006

Thursday, 9:30-10:25am
C213
Instructor  
Ann Spence
Office:  Education 110
Phone:  793-4999 (on-campus extension: 4999)
E-mail:  aspence@mcm.edu
 
Office Hours:  
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  MWF
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.  T
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  R
1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.   MW
Other hours available by appointment
 
Peer Leader
Tara Travis
 
Required Texts:
On-line StengthsQuest Custom Textbook
Study Skills Simplified by Enid Leonard (Bookstore)
 
 
Course Description: Required for all first-time, full-time freshmen.  McMurry 101 is a freshman seminar course that emphasizes skills, experiences, and relationships necessary for college success. Sessions will focus on academic skills, time management, career development, and project production. Class work will be augmented by participation in out-of-class academic and personal development activities.
 
Course Goals: 
Successful students will                                     
1. Identify personal talents 

2. Develop strengths based upon those talents 

3. Apply strengths to learn in academic courses, programs, services, and opportunities 

4. Apply strengths toward career goals 

5. Develop college-level skills in reasoning, communication, and technology 

6. Realize his or her accountability for success 

7. Demonstrate a partnership of learning with the academic experience 

8. Develop life-skills based on strengths and talents to make successful life- choices for health, happiness and success 
9. Identify campus resources for assistance in meeting academic goals 

10. Develop ethical decision-making skills 

11. Become a fully engaged member of the campus community 

12. Be able to work and live effectively in a diverse community/environment 

13. Demonstrate an understanding of McMurry’s core values and traditions 
 
Course Objectives:
1. Attend class, be on time and prepared to engage in active learning (attendance/participation) 

2. Attend student activities as defined in the McMurry 101 syllabus (ethical, personal growth) 

3. Set goals for making satisfactory progress toward a degree (goal setting, note-taking, textbook reading, test preparation) 

4. Develop and implement a study schedule sufficient to maintain a minimum grade point average of 2.5 or greater (time management) 

5. Develop friends, project committees and learning communities among McMurry students (personal development) 

6. Participate in preparations for Homecoming   (university traditions) 

7. Attend class-sponsored social activity  (campus community) 

 
Attendance Policy: 
Attendance is part of a learning commitment – placing oneself with openness to learning in a setting where effective educational communication and interaction can happen. Both faculty and students are expected to be regular and punctual in their attendance habits. Class participation is an important component of your grade. Students may be dropped if they have more than 2 unexcused absences. Excused absences must be cleared before class with a phone call or email. Excused absences include illness, death in the family, and participation in an official school event. No make-up work will be allowed for unexcused absences. Students with excused absences are responsible for finding out what happened in class (look on Moodle or call a classmate) and completing any assignments by the next class meeting.
 
Need for Accommodations:
 McMurry University abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which stipulates that no otherwise qualified student shall be denied the benefits of an education “solely by reason of a handicap”.  If you have a documented disability that may impact your performance in this class and for which you may require accommodations, you must be registered with and provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Services Office, located in Old Main, Room 102.
 
Academic Dishonesty:
Any student found to have committed an act of academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, collusion or other forms) is subject to conduct sanctions which can include probation, fines, university suspension, university expulsion and/or parental notification.  Failure to do your own work or give proper credit to sources will result in a zero on the particular exam or assignment in question.
 
Class Projects:
Class projects should represent a cooperative effort between students in a McM 101 class and the instructor and peer leader.  The following components of a class project should be clearly demonstrated:
1. An artifact –a tangible product 

2. Documented research – a researched foundation for the direction of an artifact 

3. A written component – a clear demonstration of a written plan based on research with documentation appropriate for the instructor’s discipline 

4. An integration of EACH  student’s talents/strengths within the final project 

 
Grading:
Attendance/Participation                                10%                 
Daily grades (class work, homework, tests) 20%                
Participation in Class Project                          30%                
Homecoming Activities                                   10%                 
Class Social Activity                                          10%                 
Student Activities                                               20%                
                                                                             100%               
 
Final Grades will be calculated as follows:
94 – 100        A
90 – 93          A-
87 – 89          B+
84 – 86          B
80 – 83          B-
77 – 79           C+
74 -  76           C
70 – 73           C-
67 – 69           D+
64 – 66           D
60 – 63          D-
59 -below       F
 
 
 
Required Student Activities (Outside of Class):
1. Convocation – Tuesday, September 5th, 9:30 – 10:25 a.m. (Radford Auditorium) 

2. Alcohol Awareness – Monday, September 11th, 7:00 p.m. (Radford and the Quad) 

3. Organizational Expo – Thursday, September 21st, 11:45 – 2:00 p.m.(Maybee Room) 

4. Fear Factor – 2 sessions – Monday, September 25th, Evening (Dorms) and Tuesday, September 26th, Evening (Dorms) 

5. *Homecoming Activities and Assignments – Friday and Saturday, October 13th and 14th (Campus) 

6. Relationships, Dating, and Sexual Health – Monday, October 23rd, 7:00, (Radford and the Quad) 

7. McM 101 Section Social Activity (TBA) 

8. Any activity called for by the McM 101 instructor 

 
*Assignments are at designated dates and times for various activities/committees
 
Class Dates:
Thursday, August 31st – Classroom
Thursday, September 7th – Classroom
Thursday, September 14th – Classroom
Thursday, September 21st – Homecoming Presentation and Sign-up (Radford Auditorium)
Thursday, September 28th – Classroom
Thursday, October 5th – Classroom
Thursday, October 12th – Classroom
Thursday, October 19th – Classroom
Thursday, October 26th – Classroom
Thursday, November 2nd – Classroom
Thursday, November 9th – President’s address to the University (Radford Auditorium)
Thursday, November 16th – Classroom
Thursday, November 23rd – Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, November 30th – Classroom
Thursday, December 7th – Project Expo (location TBA)
 
A Final Note to our Class of 2010:
McMurry 101 offers a partnership with YOU.  As your instructors, we want to TEACH; and we want you to LEARN.   Many students make the mistake of believing they know everything needed and their learning is closed.  Therefore, no effective partnership is accomplished.  As your advisors and instructors, we want better for you.  We want you to become life-long learners.  This class is designed to help in many ways with college success.  Please HELP us to effectively commit to this partnership!  We cannot do it without your handshake!
