FINANCE 3330-01
PERSONAL FINANCE
8:00 a.m. - 9: 00 a.m. MWF
 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR:     Ann Liprie-Spence
 
OFFICE:    Servant Leadership Office (Old Main- 1st floor)
                   793-4999 or campus ext. 4999
                   
E-MAIL:     spencea@mcmurryadm.mcm.edu
 
HOME PHONE:      695-8002
 
OFFICE HOURS:    9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.          MWF
                               10:30a.m. - 12:00 p.m.        TR
                               1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.         TWR
                                Other hours available by appointment
 
 
TEXT:    
Jack Kapoor, Les R. Dlabay, and Robert J. Hughes, Personal Finance, McGraw-Hill/Irwin, 2004, seventh edition.
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Personal Finance (BA 3330):  Study of personal finance concepts and principles with major emphasis on financial planning, budgeting, cash management, taxes, credit management, major expenditures, income and asset protection, and investment planning.
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1.       To present the key concepts and procedures used in sound financial planning and effective money management.
2.       To utilize case studies and exercises to develop an understanding of the tools and techniques used in financial planning. 
3.       To familiarize students with various financial planning publications and additional resources.
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
You are expected to attend class on a regular basis and are responsible for all material discussed in class.  Attendance will be considered when evaluating borderline grades. Any student with more than three unexcused absences may be dropped from the class.  (Any necessary absence occurring while a student is representing the University in some official capacity will be considered an excused absence.)
 
GRADING:
*Exam 1 (Chapters 1-7)              20%
*Exam 2 (Chapters 8-12)            20%
*Exam 3 (Chapters 13-18)          20%
Assignments                             20%
Presentation                              10%
Participation                              10%        
 
 
 
 
 
Final Grades will be calculated as follows:
94 – 100                        A
90 – 93                         A-
87 – 89                         B+
84 – 86                         B
80 – 83                         B-
77 – 79                         C+
70 – 76                         C
67 – 69                         D+
64 – 66                         D
60 – 63                         D-
59 -below                      F
 
EXAMS:
Exams will be announced one week in advance.  Material for the exams may come from the text, lecture notes, outside assigned reading, and class discussions. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS:
Homework assignments may consist of review questions, problems, activities, or case studies at the end of each chapter.  Other assignments will come from the activity-based web sites. 
 
PRESENTATION:
Each student will be responsible for a 15-20 minute presentation on an assigned personal finance topic.  The presentation must have visual aids, be creative, well organized, and clearly indicate sufficient thought and research. You will not be allowed to use notes during the presentation.  If you are planning to use any form of technology, please make sure that you understand how to operate the equipment before the day of presentation.  Equipment must be reserved through the Media Center well in advance of the scheduled presentation date.
 
Presentations will be graded competitively. The instructor (75% of the final grade) and the members of the class (25% of the final grade) will evaluate each presentation. 
 
MAKE-UP POLICY:
Make-up exams are at the discretion of the instructor and may differ in form and degree of difficulty from the original exam.  Arrangements to take the make-up must be made within one week of the date of the original exam. 
 
Assignments and projects that are not turned in at the appropriate time and without prior knowledge of the instructor will loose one letter grade per class period late.
 
DISABILITY RELATED SERVICES:
McMurry University abides by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which stipulates that no otherwise qualified student shall be denied the benefits of an education “solely by reason of a handicap”. If you have a documented disability that may impact your performance in this class and for which you may require accommodations, you must be registered with and provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Services Office, located in Old Main, Room 102.
 
CHEATING:
Cheating will not be tolerated.  Anyone caught cheating will immediately be removed from the class list and receive an “F” in the course.  Consider this: A reputation lasts a lifetime; grades are usually difficult to recall a year later.
